St. Leo’s Pittsburgh
to be Torn Down

Catholic Ministry to the people to continue

on many different levels

S. Leo’ swas administered by the Carmelites of the Most Pure
Heart of Mary Province until June 1992. Previousto taking over

storage.

when Risen Lord Churchisrenovated.

Galvin said five German-made stained glass windows removed from the
church weretaken to acathedral in the Virgin Islands that was damaged
several yearsago by ahurricane.

“They were gorgeous. Two come out of the baptistry,” including one
depicting the Baptism of Jesus, he said, adding that another grouping of
stained glasswindows depicting the seven Catholic sacramentsarein

Galvin said the Sisters of Divine Providence plan to remodel the former St.
Leorectory and school for their Providence Family Support Center,

currently at another site on Brighton Road. The center providesday care,
parenting classes, counseling and leadership classesfor families.

Sister MariaFest, director of resourcesfor the Sisters of Divine Provi-
dence, said the sisterswould like to operate aday care program at the St.
Leosite. They al so planto operate preschool and after-school programsand

responsibility for &. Leo’sin 1958, the Carmelites
had administered Holy Trinity Churchin Pitts-
burgh since 1875.

t. Leo Church, avacant North Side Roman

Cathalic church that once served asa parish
for German immigrants, now isfacing probable
demolition, much to the dismay of someresidents of
Marshall-Shadel and who hate to see part of their
community’ shistory destroyed.

In November, Providence ConnectionsiInc., an
outreach ministry of the Sistersof Divine Providencein
McCandless, PA, bought the church, itsschool, and
rectory on Brighton Road for $300,000, according to
Allegheny County property records.

With diocesan permission, the sisters bought the
buildingsfrom Risen Lord Parishin Brighton Heights,
which took over St. Leo as part of aconsolidation of
four parishesin 1993. The consolidation left Risen Lord
with several vacant buildingsand alarge deficit.

The Rev. Thomas Galvin, pastor of Risen Lord, said

St. Leo’s Parish Church
Pittsburgh, PA

summer camp there.

Theideaof tearing down the churchisn’t sitting well
with someresidents, including Joe Brown, project
coordinator for the Brightwood Civic Group, which
serves Marshall-Shadeland and Woods Run. Totry to
prevent the demolition, Brown nominated the church
for historic statuswith the city’ sHistoric Review
Commission.

But last Wednesday, when the nomination was
scheduled for apublic hearing, Brown withdrew it,
saying the Brightwood Civic Group did not support his
actions.

Carole Annis, founder of the Brightwood Civic
Group, agreeswith Brown. “1 don’t think it should be
torn down. They should preserveit,” she said.

The St. Leo Parish was formed in 1888 and was
named after Pope St. Leo the Great. The Brighton
Road church isthe parish’s second church. The
foundation for the church, whichisltalian Renais-
sanceindesign, waslaid in 1906 and the church was
completed in 1915. Galvin said it wasfounded asa

proceeds from the sal e hel ped reduce the deficit from $1 million to about

$450,000.

Galvin said statues, stained-glasswindows and the altar were removed
from the church last summer. Some were placed in storage and will be used

German Catholic parish, primarily serving German immigrants.

Thisarticle by Jan Ackerman originally appeared in the Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette on January 17, 2001. It isreprinted herewith permission.

Prep Commission Finishes; General Chapter Set for Sept 4-21, 2001

rom January 26 until February 3, the

membersof the Preparatory Commission for
the General Chapter met for the second and final
time at the General Curia.

Members of the Commission are Cees Bartels
(President) of the Dutch Province, Mario
Alfarano (Secretary) of the Neapolitan Province,
William J. Harry (PCM Province), Michael
Plattig (Upper German Province), Josué Ghizzoni
(ParanaProvince), Fernando Millan Romeral
(BaeticaProvince) and Edison Tinambunan
(Indonesian Province).

At the meeting the responsesreceived from the
Provincesand Commissariestothequestionnaire
werereviewed and major themeswere sel ected
for study and development at the General
Chapter. The specific topicsto be dealt with at
the Chapter areworking as Carmelitesin
parishes, new ways of looking at community life,
serviceto the neediest, formation and social
communication.

Thereflection on each of the themeswill follow
amethodology similar to the Lectio Divina. The
hope of the Commissionisthat theinitiativeswill
enlighten and offer anumber of possibilitiesto be
implemented inthevarious Provinces. Wealso
hopethat in all of thesewelearn how these

initiatives came about and how these arerooted in
our Carmeliteidentity.

The Commission developed an ordo capituli
setting out the orderly proceduresfor thework of
the Chapter. The Commission also prepared a
draft of the Chapter schedule and some other
preparationswhichwill create awarm hospitable
environment for the Chapter membersto dotheir
work. The Superiors General of the Discal ced
Carmelitesisscheduled to addressthe group.
Liturgical celebrationsincludeamajor Marian
celebration aspart of the special Marian year
called for by the Prior General. Also planned are
meetingswith representatives of thewider
CarmeliteFamily.

Seven members of the Most Pure Heart of Mary
Provincewill beattending. Theseinclude John
Malley, Leo McCarthy, John Welch, Bernhard
Bauerle, and William J. Harry and elected
representatives John Russell and Jerry Payea. The
Province of St. Elias selected Mario Esposito and
RedemptusValabek asdelegatestojoin Michael
Driscoall, thecurrent Provincial .

A webpage (carmelites.org/prepcom.htm) has
been developed which will allow anyone
interested to follow Chapter preparations. Daily
summarieswill be posted onlinein thethree

official languages of the Order (Italian, English,
Spanish) during the Chapter itself. A prayer card
for the Chapter will bedistributed throughout the

Province. ]
Fernando Millan, O. Carm.

Baetica Province

Warld Day of Prayer for Vocations

Sunday, May 6, 2Q01

Carmelite Review 13



