Protests Against“School of |
the Americas” Continue in GA 3

hereisaconsiderable

movement of solidarity in
the U.S. with Colombia, picking
up from that with Central
America. Thiswasvery evident at
the protest to close the School of
the Americas (SOA) in Ft.
Benning, GA.

Sister Jean Durel got me (Peter)
afree planerideand lodging in
Columbus, GA for the Nov. 19-20
protest. We had agroup of 8
sponsored by the CCVI commu-
nity. Sr. Betty held thefort at
home.

Days of rain and cold cut
attendance, but we still had 7,000
at the gate, of whom 3,400
crossed thelineto risk arrest
when stopped about ahalf mile
into the Base and 1700 were
processed to be given a5 year
“ban and bar letter.” Some dozens
who repeated in violation of
previous ban and bar lettersare
likely to be brought to trial and
jail for 3to 6 months plus afine,
aswere othersin previousyears.

In the process | had three
encounterswith the commander
Col. Glenn Weidner, thelast one
aten minute “chat” as he sat
opposite me on the bus taking us
off the base. Our group was one

of thefirst processed. Actor
Martin Sheen waswith us.
Afterwards | had ahalf hour talk
with Magjor (ret.) Joseph Blair, a
former instructor at the SOA who
taught Weidner. Blair isthe one
speaking out, taped by Maryknoll
intheir latest video on the SOA.

Blair told me: “If Weidner said
they don’t teach torture, he's
lying. HE' sasmoothie.” Yes,
Weidner isagood PR guy. Heis
very intelligent with experiencein
Colombia. Guyswith jobslike
theseare Army Intelligence.
Blair himself wasin Army
Intelligence with timein Guate-
maaand with NATO in the
European Defense System.

| asked Weidner about counter-
insurgency and the promotion of
para-military strategy and tactics
including death sgquads and he
said, “Counter-insurgency is
hardly mentioned in there. Itis
only in one of some 30 courses
they teach there.” Hewent on to
talk about Colombiaand how the
para-military arerightist civilians
organizing themselves against the
guerrillainsurgents.
USmoney and military advisors
arethere to help the Government
and the Army put down both
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extremes.
Thisisthe very
samerationale
used by theU.S.
in El Salvador to
justify U.S.
support to the
“middle.” But the
middledoesn’t
existinsuch
political
struggle. The so-
called “extreme
right” is effec-
tively connected
to the Govern-
ment and the
Army that
clandestinely
organized and
armed these
rightist para-

the casein El
Salvador in the’80s and now in
Colombiainthe’90sand
escalated with Clinton’ s gift of
1.3hillion.

Blair also said the SOA should
be called the SOA & M-- the
School of Assassination and
Massacres. An interesting tid-bit:
Blair, who livesretiredin
Columbus, GA , saysthere are
three ex-commanders of the SOA
retired who livein Columbus and
never have spoken out in defense
of the SOA.

“No, on the contrary, they
encourage meto speak out. The
thing isthey won't (speak out),
for fear they’ll jeopardize
pensionsor jobs.”

Atralies|’ve been reading
parts of Archbishop Riveray
Damas' published statement
following thekilling of our four
women friendsin El Salvador
Dec. 2, 1980 (thisistheir 20th
anniversary) wherein hede-
nounced the propaganda of
the Government Junta pretending
they were pursuing a“middle’
course. Riverapointsaswell to
the real use of U.S. arms sent to
that government. All you haveto
doisput theword “Colombia’ in
the place of “ Salvador” and you
have exactly what needsto be said
today.
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Martin Lepkowski and Peter Hinde, O. Carm., at the
military. Thiswas School of the Americas protest in Columbus, GA at Ft.

Benning on Nomber 20, 1999.

Riveray Damas: (the Apostolic
Administrator) statement should
have been read at the recent trial
in Miami of Generals Guillermo
Garciaand Vides
Casanovato show their responsi-
bility for the deaths of the 4
religiouswomen. It showsour
responsibilitiesin Colombia.

“In the recent assassinations, we
havethe situation, in addition,
that the victims have been three
sistersand alay missionary, all
North Americans. These sisters,
who cameto the country to give
their lives with selflessnessand
generosity, deserve our tribute of
admiration and gratitude, and
show usthe true greatness,
solidarity and help of many
Christiansin our neighboring
country, the United States. But
these events also show usin what
the U.S. Government assistance
should not consist. Thereforewe
demand, as did our martyred
Archbishop, Mgr. Romero, ina
prophetic gesture, that the United
States Government not provide
military aid to our Government.
Because, in spite of statements as
toitsuse, the military aid
facilitates repressions against the
people and facilitates persecution
against the Church.”
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